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Stones of all sizes have been put in place to try to halt the erosion of sand along theStones of all sizes have been put in place to try to halt the erosion of sand along the
Lake Michigan shoreline in Ogden Dunes, Indiana, Tuesday, April 29, 2025. OgdenLake Michigan shoreline in Ogden Dunes, Indiana, Tuesday, April 29, 2025. Ogden
Dunes started constructing a stone revetment wall despite an ongoing legal challengeDunes started constructing a stone revetment wall despite an ongoing legal challenge
with Save the Dunes over whether the project violates the public trust. (Andywith Save the Dunes over whether the project violates the public trust. (Andy
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After a nearly two-year legal fight, Ogden Dunes officials have After a nearly two-year legal fight, Ogden Dunes officials have dropped plansdropped plans

for a stone revetment along the Lake Michigan shoreline, Save the Dunesfor a stone revetment along the Lake Michigan shoreline, Save the Dunes

Executive Director Betsy Maher said.Executive Director Betsy Maher said.

The stone revetment would have extended the existing barrier on the tinyThe stone revetment would have extended the existing barrier on the tiny

town’s eastern side to protect homes from erosion.town’s eastern side to protect homes from erosion.

Ogden Dunes Town Council President Scott Kingan could not be reached forOgden Dunes Town Council President Scott Kingan could not be reached for

comment Saturday.comment Saturday.

In June 2023, the Conservation Law Center, representing Save the Dunes,In June 2023, the Conservation Law Center, representing Save the Dunes,

challenged the Indiana Department of Natural Resources permit for thechallenged the Indiana Department of Natural Resources permit for the

project. The DNR didn’t delineate Lake Michigan’s natural ordinary high-waterproject. The DNR didn’t delineate Lake Michigan’s natural ordinary high-water

mark, the boundary between private property and public land, themark, the boundary between private property and public land, the

Conservation Law Center argued, so public access to the beach would haveConservation Law Center argued, so public access to the beach would have

been negatively affected.been negatively affected.

Former state Sen. Karen Tallian, of Ogden Dunes, had authored a state law toFormer state Sen. Karen Tallian, of Ogden Dunes, had authored a state law to

codify a 2018 Supreme Court ruling in a Long Beach case, Gunderson v. State,codify a 2018 Supreme Court ruling in a Long Beach case, Gunderson v. State,

that also dealt with public access to the beach, Maher noted Friday.that also dealt with public access to the beach, Maher noted Friday.

https://www.chicagotribune.com/2025/05/03/drawing-a-line-in-the-sand-ogden-dunes-state-and-federal-agencies-and-preservation-group-differ/


Ogden Dunes Town Council President Scott Kingan gestures while standing alongOgden Dunes Town Council President Scott Kingan gestures while standing along

the Lake Michigan shoreline in Ogden Dunes, Indiana, Tuesday, April 29, 2025.the Lake Michigan shoreline in Ogden Dunes, Indiana, Tuesday, April 29, 2025.

Ogden Dunes started constructing a stone revetment wall despite an ongoing legalOgden Dunes started constructing a stone revetment wall despite an ongoing legal

challenge with Save the Dunes over whether the project violates the public trust.challenge with Save the Dunes over whether the project violates the public trust.

(Andy Lavalley/for the Post-Tribune)(Andy Lavalley/for the Post-Tribune)

The ruling is literally a landmark; it marks the line between private land andThe ruling is literally a landmark; it marks the line between private land and

public land.public land.

Maher said Save the Dunes is “thrilled” that Ogden Dunes formallyMaher said Save the Dunes is “thrilled” that Ogden Dunes formally

abandoned its proposed project, but the Conservation Law Center and Saveabandoned its proposed project, but the Conservation Law Center and Save

the Dunes are weighing options for the future.the Dunes are weighing options for the future.

“We will continue to pursue all legal avenues to ensure DNR correctly applies“We will continue to pursue all legal avenues to ensure DNR correctly applies

the state’s public trust laws and regulations intended to safeguard Lakethe state’s public trust laws and regulations intended to safeguard Lake

Michigan for current and future generations of Hoosiers,” Conservation LawMichigan for current and future generations of Hoosiers,” Conservation Law

Center Executive Director Christian Freitag said in a news release Friday.Center Executive Director Christian Freitag said in a news release Friday.

“Under Indiana law, DNR is tasked with protecting our shared public trust“Under Indiana law, DNR is tasked with protecting our shared public trust

resources, and we intend to make sure the agency does its job.”resources, and we intend to make sure the agency does its job.”

The town’s erosion problem is exacerbated by the Port of Indiana, whichThe town’s erosion problem is exacerbated by the Port of Indiana, which

blocks the natural flow of sand from east to west along Lake Michigan’sblocks the natural flow of sand from east to west along Lake Michigan’s

southern shore.southern shore.



Stones put in place to try to halt the erosion of sand along the Lake MichiganStones put in place to try to halt the erosion of sand along the Lake Michigan

shoreline in Ogden Dunes, Indiana, Tuesday, April 29, 2025. Ogden Dunes startedshoreline in Ogden Dunes, Indiana, Tuesday, April 29, 2025. Ogden Dunes started

constructing a stone revetment wall despite an ongoing legal challenge with Saveconstructing a stone revetment wall despite an ongoing legal challenge with Save

the Dunes over whether the project violates the public trust. (Andy Lavalley/for thethe Dunes over whether the project violates the public trust. (Andy Lavalley/for the

Post-Tribune)Post-Tribune)

The stone revetment on the town’s eastern side was added when the lakeThe stone revetment on the town’s eastern side was added when the lake

level was high and an emergency was declared. But with the lake level low,level was high and an emergency was declared. But with the lake level low,

Maher said, “now is the time that we can have discussions about both short-Maher said, “now is the time that we can have discussions about both short-

and long-term solutions.”and long-term solutions.”

She wants to restore the natural flow of sand, even in a manmade way,She wants to restore the natural flow of sand, even in a manmade way,

protecting access to the beach.protecting access to the beach.

That could include an intake on the east side of the port and an outtake onThat could include an intake on the east side of the port and an outtake on

the west side, allowing the sand and water to flow through. As it is, sand isthe west side, allowing the sand and water to flow through. As it is, sand is

building up on the port’s east side, Boater’s Beach, and causing the port tobuilding up on the port’s east side, Boater’s Beach, and causing the port to

require periodic dredging, Maher said.require periodic dredging, Maher said.

That sand brought up from dredging is clean sand and could be used toThat sand brought up from dredging is clean sand and could be used to

replenish the Ogden Dunes beach, placing the sand offshore and letting thereplenish the Ogden Dunes beach, placing the sand offshore and letting the

current get its job back. “Dredging is a great way. We get sand where we don’tcurrent get its job back. “Dredging is a great way. We get sand where we don’t

want it and we put it where we do want it,” she said.want it and we put it where we do want it,” she said.

Or maybe an artificial reef or some kind of speed bumps to capture sandOr maybe an artificial reef or some kind of speed bumps to capture sand

along the beach could be added in the lake.along the beach could be added in the lake.

“We just have to fix the core problem,” Maher said. “Step 1 is not destroying“We just have to fix the core problem,” Maher said. “Step 1 is not destroying

the beach before we have a chance to fix the problem.”the beach before we have a chance to fix the problem.”

“They don’t need rocks; they need sand,” Maher said.“They don’t need rocks; they need sand,” Maher said.
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In April, Kingan walked along the beach to show sand is starting to pile up inIn April, Kingan walked along the beach to show sand is starting to pile up in

front of the existing revetment. That barrier wasn’t cheap. It cost $10 million,front of the existing revetment. That barrier wasn’t cheap. It cost $10 million,

with each homeowner paying $500,000 to protect their homes. The project,with each homeowner paying $500,000 to protect their homes. The project,

now abandoned, was pegged at $2 million, he said in April.now abandoned, was pegged at $2 million, he said in April.

With the lake level so low, this is a good time to get everyone involved inWith the lake level so low, this is a good time to get everyone involved in

working on a long-term solution.working on a long-term solution.

Doug Ross is a freelance reporter for the Post-Tribune.Doug Ross is a freelance reporter for the Post-Tribune.
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Electric Nail Clippers Make Care Safer and Easier!Electric Nail Clippers Make Care Safer and Easier!
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LifeHack GuruLifeHack Guru

Greta Thunberg's House Shocks TheGreta Thunberg's House Shocks The

Whole World, The Proof In PicsWhole World, The Proof In Pics
Lil Mario GameLil Mario Game

(Note: Variants Without macros)(Note: Variants Without macros)
RibiliRibili
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Here Are 29 of the Coolest Gifts for This 2025Here Are 29 of the Coolest Gifts for This 2025
ConsumerbagsConsumerbags

Limited Time Offer: Ultimate RoboticLimited Time Offer: Ultimate Robotic

Puppy for Christmas!Puppy for Christmas!
YifareYifare

1 Simple Hack to Cut Your Electric Bill1 Simple Hack to Cut Your Electric Bill
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Prioritize Your Health With Nonstop Blood SugarPrioritize Your Health With Nonstop Blood Sugar

MonitoringMonitoring
RibiliRibili

Washington: 23 Genius StockingWashington: 23 Genius Stocking
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Trending Daily GadgetTrending Daily Gadget

He Built This Odd Little Device atHe Built This Odd Little Device at

Home - Watch What Happens NextHome - Watch What Happens Next
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Energy SystemsEnergy Systems

Ultimate Holiday Hosting RecipesUltimate Holiday Hosting Recipes
Food52Food52

If You Have More Than $1,000 in Your Checking Account,If You Have More Than $1,000 in Your Checking Account,

Make These 6 Moves ASAPMake These 6 Moves ASAP
The Penny HoarderThe Penny Hoarder
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You Haven't Gone to The Toilet for More Than 2 Days -You Haven't Gone to The Toilet for More Than 2 Days -

It's Fecal Stones!It's Fecal Stones!
LulutoxLulutox

Mucus From Lungs DisappearsMucus From Lungs Disappears

Overnight! Try This Simple Method﻿Overnight! Try This Simple Method﻿
BreatheBreathe

One Piece Kills All Parasites in YourOne Piece Kills All Parasites in Your
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Nerve Pain May Become a Thing ofNerve Pain May Become a Thing of

The Past for People With NeuropathyThe Past for People With Neuropathy
AlphaCurAlphaCur

Washington's Hair Growth Method Breaks All Records!Washington's Hair Growth Method Breaks All Records!
HaloGrowHaloGrow
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Street, but This is What Grew Up!Street, but This is What Grew Up!
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