
Water Quality, Quantity, and Infrastructure 
Issues in Indiana

Indiana faces 
issues with poor 
water quality, a lack 
of comprehensive 
data on available 
water quantity, and 
aging infrastructure 
that causes water 
waste and loss.

1. Indiana utilities lose more than 50 million gallons of treated water each 
year, primarily to leaks, broken mains, and inaccurate metering.  Similarly, 
Indiana faces a shortfall of at least $3.5 billion in deferred capital 
improvements to the state’s water infrastructure over the next 20 years; 
delaying replacement only makes matters worse.  

2. Approximately 20% of septic systems in Indiana are failing; each one 
leaks more than 75,000 gallons of untreated waste every year. This 
means that failing septic systems release more than 15 billion gallons of 
raw sewage into Indiana’s environment annually. 

3. 80% of Indiana water utilities report that degradation of water quality 
affects how much water they can use from their supply sources. 

4. Indiana faces challenges with both existing contaminants, such as lead, 
mercury, chromium, and selenium from toxic coal ash waste, and 
emerging contaminants, like per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS), 
that pose threats to human health and the environment.

5. Indiana has lost 90% of its wetlands and is poised to lose the remaining 
10% without decisive action to protect them. At 85% wetlands loss, we 
experience negative impacts to water quality; at 93% wetlands loss, we 
see diminished ability to handle floods. 

6. “Lead service lines, combined sewer overflows, failing septic systems, 
and drinking water main failures are the most urgent infrastructure needs 
facing Indiana residents.” 

7. While the Indiana Department of Natural Resources and the Department 
of Environmental Management test more miles of streams and rivers 
than other states, Indiana still ranks first in the nation with the most 
polluted miles of rivers and streams. Nearly 25,000 miles of Hoosier 
rivers and streams are too polluted for recreation and human contact. 
The top contaminant of Indiana’s waters is e. coli from uncontrolled 
animal waste (human and livestock).  In other words, raw sewage from 
failing septic systems and aging infrastructure as well as urine and feces 
from the millions of animals confined in Indiana’s industrial livestock 
operations is finding its way to the state’s waterways.

1

1.   Indiana Finance Authority, ‘Evaluation of Indiana’s Water Utilities,’ 2016.
2.   2021 Indiana General Assembly Legislative Task Force on Wastewater Infrastructure.
3.   Purdue Extension, ‘Septic System Failure,’ 2005.
4.   Environmental Integrity Project, ‘The Clean Water Act at 50,’ 2022; Conservation Law Center, ‘The Case For Action: Fresh Water 

Indiana,’ 2016.
5.   2022 Indiana General Assembly Legislative Task Force on Wetlands.
6.   2018 Legislative Task Force on Water Infrastructure.
7.   Environmental Integrity Project, ‘The Clean Water Act at 50’, 2022.

3 

2

4  

5  

6

7


