
Existing Water Data Can Be Used to Start 
the Statewide Planning Process

Indiana needs to engage 
in statewide water 
resource planning and 
management, but it need 
not start from scratch. 
There are several 
comprehensive reports 
and studies with essential 
data about Indiana’s 
water quality, use, 
management, and 
regulation that could be 
used in the initial planning 
phase. For example:

1. As required by Senate Enrolled Act 416 and Indiana's Water 
Infrastructure Task Force Final Report (dated November 9, 2018), 
the Indiana Finance Authority is conducting several studies to 
identify region-specific water infrastructure needs and solutions 
as well as efficiencies to be gained through regional partnerships 
and improved sharing of resources.

2. The Indiana Finance Authority has already completed water 
resource studies in Clinton County, Southeastern Indiana, Central 
Indiana, and Southeast I-74 and is currently working on water 
studies in North Central Indiana and the Wabash Headwaters.

3. The Indiana legislature convened several task forces over the 
years on a variety of water-related topics. Each task force 
produced a final report that collectively provide more than 100 
recommendations related to statewide water resource planning 
including on the following topics:

• Waste Water Infrastructure and Investment In Underserved 
Areas

• Water Infrastructure 
• Storm Water 
• Wetlands 
• Drainage

4. In 2014, the Chamber of Commerce published a six-month study 
on Indiana’s water resources and is currently working on an 
updated version. The Chamber’s report calls for a statewide 
water resource plan for water quantity and provides data on 
supply, demand, and infrastructure throughout the state. The 
report also makes twelve recommendations for statewide water 
supply planning. Similarly, in 2016, the Conservation Law Center, 
published a comprehensive report with fourteen
recommendations on how to improve water quality in Indiana.

5. The Indiana Department of Environmental Management has 
developed watershed plans for certain regions of the state and 
has a groundwater monitoring network that provides information 
on groundwater quality and quantity.


